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We are very fortunate to have pre-owned Bentley's for astute buyers. 
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Bentley Turbo R Selection 


1989 Black with St James Red Hide. 
63,000kms. AHH 79M. 


1990 Balmoral Green with Beige Hide. 
81,000kms. AFN 37W. 


1991 Tudor Red with Parchment Hide . 
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All these cars have full service history 
and factory warranty. 
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In the mid to late 1930s the coachbuilding firm of J. Gurney Nutting & Co., under 
the design influence of Richard Blacker-Douglas, A.F. McNeil and John Blatchley, 
eamed a reputation for extraordinarily stylish coachwork. Their ‘sweep panel’ 
coupé was a case in point, studied in depth in this issue by U.S. Gurney Nutting 
expert Jack Triplett. This example is 1934 Bentley 314 Litre (B21CW) owned by David 
Ekberg (Vic.). It was photographed by the owner outside Government House in 
Melbourne. 
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Lateness, errors, omissions 


My apologies for the lateness of our last 
issue. This was caused by a fairly serious 
illness that befell me in July and August 
which limited my ability to do anything at 
all for some three weeks. 

The front cover picture on that issue 
was, it seems, incorrectly attributed. The 
photographer on the spot who captured 
the two Australian 20 Horsepowers col- 
lecting their awards was in fact Glenice 
Matthews (W.A.). My apologies, Glenice. 

Members who noticed that the New 
South Wales Branch Annual Report failed 
to appear in P.3-99 with all of the other 
Branch Reports are more observant than 
| am, because |! failed to notice its ab- 
sence until a copy arrived in time for pub- 
lication in this issue! 


Distributor name change 


Readers will have noticed that the 
name of the New South Wales Rolls-Royce 
& Bentley distributor has changed to 
Sydney Rolls-Royce & Bentley. This is a 
trading entity of Motors Pty Ltd, which has 
acquired the assets of the previous parent 
company, Renard Holdings Pty Ltd. Many 
members will already know N.S.W. Oper- 
ations Manager Denys Gillespie, who was 
General Manager of York Motors from 
1994-96, joining the Motors Group in 1997, 
initially based in Melbourne before 
moving back to Sydney this year. Add- 
resses and telephone numbers remain un- 
changed from those of the previous 
company Fox, Rolls-Royce & Bentley. 


FROM the EDITOR 


A new ‘Red Label’ Bentley Arnage, powered by the genuine Rolls-Royce 6.75 litre V-8 engine. 
Together with the ironic news that Rolls-Royce Pic may buy Vickers 18 months too late to reunite 
the old Aero and Car Divisions, this provides a tantalising glimpse of what might have been. 


Crewe — the next phase 


Effective July 23rd, the trading name of 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd has been 
revised to Rolls-Royce & Bentley Motor 
Cars Ltd. This is a stage in the process by 
which the name will again be revised, at 
the end of 2002, to Bentley Motor Cars Ltd, 
under the terms of last year’s agreement 
to transfer the Rolls-Royce marque to 
BMW at the beginning of 2003. 

The next phase in the Volkswagen- 
isation of the Bentley marque has already 
been foreshadowed. This is the ‘MSB" (Mid 
Size Bentley), which will be the means by 
which Volkswagen AG will try to achieve 
a suitable return on its vast investment in 


The genuine Rolls-Royce 6.75 litre V-8 engine as very neatly installed in the Bentley Arnage ‘Red 
Label’ seen above. Both photographs taken at Crewe by John Begg (N.S.W.). 


what was Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd. 
Clearly, a very large number of cars, by 
the standards we are accustomed to, will 
need to be built and sold in order to 
achieve this. Right from the start of the 
company sale process our members 
predicted that any volume car producer 
which buys R.P.M.C, Ltd would have to do 
this. There was never any other possibility. 

One would suspect, too, that the 
engineering heritage of this MSB will be 
recognisably VW/Audi rather than Rolls- 
Royce, in which case they will no doubt 
be fine cars, but being unconnected to 
Rolls-Royce engineering heritage or 
philosophies they will arguably fall outside 
the scope of this Club. 

Itis also probable that some or all of the 
current Bentley two-door models, which 
are of unmistakably Rolls-Royce heritage. 
will continue in production in the foresee- 
able future. In fact, once the Rolls-Royce 
marque is split off from Crewe and 
handed over to the gentle mercies of 
BMW, the only way of buying a new car 
with any substantial Rolls-Royce prov- 
enance will be to buy one of these two- 
door Bentleys or an Arnage ‘Red Label’! 

Tne reason for this is that when the 
rights to the Rolls-Royce marque pass to 
BMW, nothing else will go with it. No Rolls- 
Royce car designs, technology or any 
property is involved in this transfer. Only 
the Rolls-Royce motor car name and its 
trappings (grille, badge, mascot) are in- 
volved. The company at Crewe will be left 
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John Griffiths (Vic.) sent this period photograph of Ralls-Royce aero engines being made at Derby. John found the picture in a charmingly titled 
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book Great Britain: her Beauty and Achievements (Evans Brothers Ltd, Russell Square, London, in association with The Times) which features 
engineering achievements of British firms in other countries, such as the Aswan Dam and Sydney Harbour Bridge, as well as those at home. The 
book is undated, but George V was King, and this picture places it late in his reign (1910-36). Who can identify the aero engine type being made? 


with the Bentley marque, and will retain 
ownership of all pre-existing Rolls-Royce 
car designs, technology, etc. BMW will 
have to design an entirely new “Rolls- 
Royce” car, and you can bet that that’s 
precisely what’s happening right now. 
Indications are that BMW‘s planned 9- 
Series car, intended to be aimed at the 
top end of the markef, will be badged as 
a “Rolls-Royce”. Other than the name and 
superficial external trappings referred to 
above, this car will have no Rolls-Royce 
provenance. Small wonder former Rolls- 
Royce Motor Cars Ltd Chief Executive 
Graham Morris described the 1998 deal as 
“very bizarre”. 

For the company at Crewe to now 
advocate the “benefits” of foreign owner- 
ship, after decades of assuring us not just 
that it wilt not happen, but that it cannot 
happen, somehow seems akin to a Bishop 
undergoing a conversion to the “benefits” 
of selling one’s soul to the Devil. 


Arnage engine change 

My comments in the last issue regard- 
ing the ‘new’ engine for the Bentley 
Arnage might have given a slightly in- 
accurate impression in that the Rolls- 


Royce V-8 engine is offered as an option 
for the ‘Red Label’ Arnage, with the 4.4 
litre BMW engine remaining as standard. 
Rumours had circulated that the ‘new’ 
engine was to be a slightly smaller 
capacity version of the old Rolls-Royce 
V-8, but it has now been confirmed that in 
fact it is the same magnificent 6.75 litre 
unit to which we are accustomed — 


turbocharged of course! 

From this type of thing one somehow 
gets a feeling of what might have been 
had the company not been swallowed 
up by the grasping German car industry. 


The R-R V-8 — its true origins 
In recent years the press has taken to 
attributing the design of the Rolls-Royce 


“A 40-50 h.p. Rolls-Royce about to Commence the Descent of the Brown Mountain, near Bega, 
New South Wales, Australia. The Road Shown in the Foreground descends continuously for 
Eleven Miles, Representing a Difference in Altitude of 2,600 feet”. So reads the caption to this 
rather nice discovery from Tom Clarke, our invaluable and apparently inexhaustible U.K. source. 
It was published in England in 1926 without any clues about the contributor. After considering 
all post-1919 2-wheel brake Silver Ghosts Tom suggests that it could be 85AG by Maythorn. 
This was one of the Arnott cars and members of the biscuit-maker family had some cars finished 
in two light shades. The lack of dark mudguards and frame, as weil as certain design features, 
rules out several other cars. Can any other member weigh in on this? 


V-8 engine to General Motors. | have 
reason to believe that this modern myth 
has rubbed off on at least some of our 
members, which is odd in view of the fact 
that its true origin has been discussed in 
these pages many times, including an art- 
icle by the design team’s leader Jack 
Phillips that appeared in P.3-95 (repro- 
duced from the R.R.E.C. BULLETIN). Mr 
Phillips has sadly passed away since then, 
and | felt it worthwhile repeating his words 
in this issue to mark the 40th anniversary of 
that magnificent Crewe-designed 
engine, which in reality owes absolutely 
nothing to General Motors. 

The upper photograph on the previous 
page serves as a vivid reminder of Rolls- 
Royce Ltd’s vast experience in designing 
and building superlative V-form engines, 
for both aero and motor car applications, 
decades before the 1959 introduction of 
the Rolls-Royce V-8. 


Wraith accelerator pump plunger 


It may be of interest to owners of pre- 
war Wraiths that new accelerator pump 
plungers are being made for the Strom- 
berg DC 42 carburetter. Only 25 are being 
made, with leather cup and internal 
garter spring, plus jig for insertion of the 
plunger. Unlike the 25/30 solid brass piston 
type. this plunger has a complicated relief 
valve. It is also worth noting that the 
leather cup cannot be replaced on worn 
originals. £60; enquiries to: 

Garnet Wrapson 

15 The Woodlands 

Harland Way 

Cottingham 

Yorkshire HU16 5RP 

England 


The ultimate irony 


As this edition went to press, news fil- 
tered through of a takeover by Rolls- 
Royce Plc (the aero engine company) of, 
wait for it ... VICKERS! The stock market 
valued the Vickers group at £380 million. 
i.e. much less than was realised by the sale 
of Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Ltd last year! 

The irony will not be lost on most 
members. Had this happened 18 months 
ago, before Vickers sold Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Ltd to Volkswagen, the original 
Company would have been brought 
back together, the company at Crewe 
reverting to being the Car Division of Rolls- 
Royce, as it was before the 1971 split. 


Martin Bennett 
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The press gets if wrong (again) 


The daily press seems always to trip up badly when it comes to getting its facts 
right on Rolls-Royce. An article in The Age (August 19th), by Kevin Norbury, 
was no exception. The headline alone (Silver Roller was his boyhood dream) 
would have put most Rolls-Royce enthusiasts off side immediately with its use 
of the awful slang term ‘Roller’ to describe a Rolls-Royce motor car, while some 
of the ‘facts’ presented broke new ground for inaccuracy! Here are some of 
them (below left), with the real facts in the right-hand column: 


Age ‘fact’ Fact 


A whole range of cars bearing the Rolls- 
Royce name preceded the intro- 
duction of the Silver Ghost. 


The first car bearing the Rolls-Royce 
name was the Silver Ghost. 


The Spirit of Ecstasy was introduced in 
1917, 


The Flying Lady, or Spirit of Ecstacy 
(sic) as the mascot is officially 
known, was first fitted to Rolls-Royce 
cars about 1921. 


All three of the Silver Cloud models, as 
well as their immediate predecessor the 
Silver Dawn and their successor the 
Silver Shadow, were built in precisely the 
same way. There was certainly no radi- 
cal change in build methods between 
the Silver Cloud Il and the Silver Cloud lil. 


(The Silver Cloud) was the last of the 
hand-built Rolls-Royces. The first 
production-line model was the Silver 
Cloud III. 


The colour of the whole of the badge 
lettering was changed from red to 
black in 1933, thus giving rise to a myth 
that the change was a respectful re- 
action to Royce’s death. In fact, Royce 
himself approved the change, and a 
Company memo to that effect, bear- 
ing his signature, still exists. 


When C.S. Rolls was killed in 1910, 
the color (sic) of the red RR emblem 
was changed. One R was painted 
black, the other red until Royce died 
in 1933, then both were painted 
black and have remained that way to 
this day. 


The 7.0-litre 295 bhp V8 under the 
bonnet (of the Silver Cloud II) is 
basically the same engine used in the 
early Cadillac... 


The Silver Cloud fl engine is a 6.23 litre 
V-8 and its maximum power oufput is 
about 200 bhp. it is entirely uncon- 
nected to Cadillacs, early or otherwise. 
it was designed at Crewe by ateam led 
by Jack Phillips (see following page). 


The (Silver Cloud II) gearbox is a 
four-speed Borg Warner... 


No Rolls-Royce car has ever had a Borg 
Warner gearbox. The Silver Cloud Il 
automatic gearbox was made by Rolls- 
Royce. It was developed at Crewe in 
the early 1950s from a design sourced 
from General Motors. A plate on the 
side of fhe gearbox gives the numbers 
of the G.M. patents under which these 
gearboxes were made by Rolls-Royce. 


8 mpg is the highest petrol consumption 
your Editor has ever heard of for any 
Rolls-Royce car in good condition. 


Eight miles to the gallon (Silver 
Cloud I) 
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The Rolls-Royce V-8 — from the designer 


By Jack Phillips (U.K.) 


The venerable Rolls-Royce V-8 engine, 
which in its various guises has powered 
some 80% of all Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars ever built, has been the subject of 
extraordinary claims in the press that its 
design is American in origin. The follow- 
ing, which originally appeared in the 
R.R.E.C. Bulletin in 1995, was written by 
Jack Phillips, who led the team that 
designed the engine, which was known 
within the Company as the 'L’ engine. 


Several times during the past few 
years I have heard the assertion that 
the Rolls-Royce V-8 engine owed its 
design to American technology, and it 
is high time to set the record straight. 

It is hurtful to those of my team, all 
of whom were (many still are) without 
doubt the most skilled engineers in the 
country when the V-8 was designed 
and developed at Crewe. 

In point of fact, G.M. exchanged one 
of our V-8s for one of their cars to study 
our design, especially the water heated 
automatic choke design system for the 
S.U. carburetters. Moreover, my col- 
league, the late Ronnie West, and | 
went to Detroit to discuss the spate of 
tappet failures which were then troub- 
ling G.M. and Chrysler. We also had 
had the odd testbed failure, but were 
assured by their engineer: “You don’t 
have a problem”, and we were able to 
tell them how we overcame ours! 

Rolls-Royce Experimental Depart- 
ment bought competitors’ products, 
especially American cars, and it was 
my habit to put engines on test to run 
at maximum power until failure (usual- 
ly avalve or piston). We never managed 
to complete 100 hours FT (full throttle) 
on an American engine, but the ‘L’ 
engine did 450 hours FT to convince 
Harry Grylls (Gry) of the soundness of 
the main bearing caps; that is a 
measure of the reliability of the engine 
in the present car! 

To start at the point of conception of 
the V-8: this arose from a set of require- 
ments laid down by Gry in late 1953, 
which I itemised in my Paper read 
before the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers (ADP9/61) on March 27th, 
1962. 


To repeat: 

1. A power potential at least 50% 

greater than the 4.9 litre in-line 

six cylinder unit; 

2. No increase in weight; 

3. If possible, no increase in cost; 

4. A level of smoothness and 

silence as good as, or better than, 

the six; 

5. The engine should fit under the 

same bonnet as the six, and use 

the same radiator. 

These requests were difficult to meet 
and certainly could not have been 
satisfied by copying anything on the 
American market, even partly. 

With one exception all American 
V-8s were iron; we needed light weight 
so aluminium alloy was used. 

To do a Rolls-Royce job one needs to 
be better than anyone else, but there is 
no sense in ‘re-inventing the wheel’, 
and ‘zero lash’ hydraulic tappets were 
a case in point. Our cam-form and 
valve timing necessitated short open- 
ing and closing ramps and 0.875" dia- 
meter tappets, so I went to America, 
had a good look around, and ordered 
several sets of tappets which, I think, 
came from Chicago Screw, who made 
tens of thousands a day. No-one in the 
U.K. could make them, so when they 
proved satisfactory Rolls-Royce, in its 
inimitable way in those days, bought 
the necessary machine tools, built a 
clean room and set about making 
them. The result is mentioned above, 
we were asked by our worried friends 
to tell them how we did it! 

In this case it was not wholly dimen- 


sional design but Allan Whittaker’s 
metallurgical laboratory who showed 
how the necessary reliability could be 
achieved, together with extensive in- 
vestigation into metallic additives to 
lubricating oils. 

The choice of flanged wet liners, 
sealed at the bottom by Merlin type 
‘O’-rings, was made to ensure that the 
bores remained as near circular as 
possible throughout the temperature 
range and coolant capacity reduced to 
a minimum within the cylinder block to 
give a quick warm-up — not easy with 
a large block of aluminium. Incident- 
ally, the V-8 engine was 30 lb lighter 
than the previous in-line six. 

The coolant system is patented. 

Have a look how the stresses are 
carried from the heads to the main 
bearings by through-bolts on this 
engine and the opposed piston two- 
stroke diesel which we were designing 
at more or less the same time. 

There is nothing new under the sun, 
and quite recently a British engine was 
given a Design Award for using the 
same design philosophy as I employed 
thirty-odd years ago! 

When the V-8 engine was designed 
we were Selling ‘B’ range engines to the 
Germans for their light tank, and ‘K’ 
engines to Volvo. There was therefore 
no reason for me and my team to copy 
anyone. 

Sorry to have to destroy this latest 
myth so strongly, but I am sure all will 
understand our sadness at the inability 
to modernise the existing sturdy 


product. i 
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FROM the FEDERAL PRESIDENT 


1999 Chassis Plate 


Congratulations to David Vann and his 
Queensland crew on the production of 
Chassis Plate 1999. Branch Registrars 
apply considerable efforts in correlating 
data of members and their motor cars 
before inputting into a Microsoft Access 
computer application and forwarding to 
Sue Dunstan. The daunting task then 
begins in earnest and absorbs an enor- 
mous amount of time. The Federal 
Registrar relies upon information from 
Branch Registrars before refining to cor- 
rect such details as year of manufacture 
and coachwork descriptions, and sorting 
into chassis number order. The publication 
is of invaluable assistance to Branch 
newsletter and PRAECLARUM Editors, 
Branch Secretaries and Treasurers, as well 
as the general membership. 


Foundation opening 


Congratulations are also due to The 
Trustees of the Sir Henry Royce Foundation 
on the opening of their premises in the 
Docklands area of Melbourne. No doubt 
more will be written of this event else- 
where. (Next issue. — Ed.) 


Federal expenses 
Our Federal Treasurer recently advised 


the Branches of the necessity for a levy of 
$10 per member to fund the operations of 
the Federal Body. 

In the past each Branch has been in- 
voiced for the cost of PRAECLARUM and 
that income aione has funded all costs 
associated with the operation of the 
Federal Body. With last year’s loss deplet- 
ing Our reserves and costs increasing, No 
alternative existed but to raise a levy to 
enable creditors to be paid when they fall 
due. 

At present, each Branch pays an 
annual affiliation subscription of $1 to 
belong fo the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of 
Australia and this we feel may need to be 
increased to a more realistic level in the 
future. Careful costings and budgets are 
presently being prepared and refined for 
tabling at Federal Council at the Gold 
Coast next March. 

PRAECLARUM Editor Martin Bennett 
has been producing the magazine on his 
ancient computer, now more than seven 
years old. We would like to replace this 
machine with an Apple Mac G8 with Zip 
Drive, Graphics Card and 24 bit Colour 
Depth. If any member can assist in any 
way with this proposed acquisition, the 
Federal President or Editor would be very 
pleased to hear. 


Branch visits 


In the next couple of months, Fiona 
and | shall be attending the New South 
Wales Concours and a Christmas outing 
with the Queensland Branch. We have 
already very much appreciated the 
hospitality of our friends in South Australia 
and Western Australia and look forward to 
catching up with everyone up North. 

As Christmas may arrive before the 
next edition of PRAECLARUM, may | take 
this opportunity of wishing all a very happy 
Christmas and prosperous New Year. 


Happy and safe motoring, 
George Forbes 


GLIMPSES into the PAST—5 


Rolls and a woman’s touch 


By Tom Clarke (U.K.) 


Biographers of Rolls over the years 
have noticed his unmarried status but 
found little else to add about his private 
life. Rolls was too single-minded in his 
many pursuits to become an ideal hus- 
band. Nevertheless, he was companion 
to several women even if he did not 
treat them all generously, partly be- 
cause his parsimony was too strong. 
The one woman we do know as a close 
friend from 1905 was the Hon. Mrs. 
May Harbord, wife of the Hon. Asshe- 
ton E. Harbord, a banker. They lived at 
36 Beaufort Gardens in South Ken- 


sington, a mile or so from Rolls, and in 
Dorking. Harbord was the second son 
of Lord Suffield who lived at Gunton 
Park near Cromer, Norfolk. 

I've often wondered what made her 
so different and in a moment this will 
become clear. She was the first lady 
member of the Aero Club and had her 
own balloon. She and Rolls went on 
many ascents and greatly enjoyed the 
‘hare and hounds’ chases in which the 
balloons had to outwit the pursuing 
cars. They also went to concerts 
together and enjoyed dining at the 
Jules restaurant in Jermyn Street. It is 
said that Mrs. Harbord spruced up 
Rolls’s image, both in his use of the 


press and his appearance. It seems his 
close and easy friendship with an older 
woman was an entirely platonic one 
and not at all the stuffy or stilted type 
we associate with the Edwardians. This 
all made sense when I came across 
further recollections by Harry Fleck 
(1883-1968), her chauffeur seconded 
from C.S. Rolls & Co. 

Fleck described her as tall and 
patrician with classical features and 
extremely pale blue eyes. Trust Fleck to 
notice, the experienced ladies’ man. 
She was always groomed and graceful 
and spoke in a cultured voice with a 
pronounced drawl, “not a bit like the 
normal Australian”! So there we have 
it, the easygoing nature of an 
Australian to bring out the best in 
Rolls. Or, then again, perhaps not. 
Fleck got his wires slightly crossed. Mrs 
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Harbord was English-born as May 
Cuningham {single n), daughter of 
Surgeon-General James M. Cuning- 
ham who served in India. In 1885 she 
married Arthur R. Blackwood of 
Tasmania, an executive with Dalgety’s 
where he soon became managing 
director. He was also briefly first 
managing director of B.H.P. The 
couple lived in Victoria and had past- 
oral property near Deniliquin and in 
New Zealand. Their only child died 
young. 

In 1905 May Blackwood suffered the 
calamity of losing both her father and 
husband, the latter aged only 55. Soon 
after these events she returned to 
England, married Harbord, and by 
1906 had met Rolls. Her first Rolls- 
Royce was a 20 h.p. 4-cylinder in early 
1906. Rolls arranged for Fleck to be her 
chauffeur, costs payable to Rolls’s 
business, because she wanted some- 
one smart as Fleck certainly was. Her 
next car was a 30h.p. in early 1907 and 
Fleck continued to serve though not 
with the car as first ordered. It was a 
coupé with rear dickey and Fleck 
realised that when Rolis and Mrs Har- 
bord were driving he would be perched 
out in the dusty rear, not to his liking! 
She cancelled this car at once (chassis 
26374, sold to Viscount d’Olivares) and 
bought 60533 with a phaeton de luxe 
body instead. A more austere English 
grandee would not have tolerated 
Fleck’s forwardness. 

On one winter's drive Fleck froze 
almost solid in the open front of the 30 
h.p. After dropping Rolls at his home 
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The Hon. Mrs Assheton E. Harbord in the rear of her 1906 30 h.p. Barker phae’ 
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hy rae ‘ wt , ba 
The Hon. Mrs Assheton Harbord. 


From Lady's Realm Vol. 21 1906-07, p.731. 


South Lodge Mrs Harbord noticed 
Fleck's condition. She directed him to 
drive to Dunhill’s in Conduit Street and 
in a few minutes she had selected half 
a dozen fur coats. The upshot was that 
Fleck became the posses- sor of a mar- 
mot fur coat. “A most embarrassing 
present” Fleck recalled. “In Jermyn 
Street all the demi-monde would stroke 
me and murmur ‘puss puss’ or 
‘miaou’!”. One of Fleck’s last adven- 
tures with Mrs Harbord was at the 
opening day of Brooklands. An 
amateur race was quickly organised 
between Claude Johnson on the ‘Silver 
Ghost’, Rolls in the 20 h.p. T.T. car, and 
Fleck and Mrs Harbord on her 30 h.p. 
Surprisingly, the latter won but Rolls 
was none too pleased to be shown up 
with Mrs Harbord present. Johnson 
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ton de luxe (60533) 


however delighted in the situation! 
Soon after this Fleck moved on to other 
work for Rolls and Fleck’s older brother 
James (1882-1956) drove Mrs Harbord 
until 1914. Perhaps it was she who 
encouraged him to emigrate to Sydney 
where he first drove a Rolls-Royce for 
the Maas family and later ran his own 
garage in Macquarie Street which was 
patronised by the medical men of the 
area. 

Fleck always thought that Rolls and 
Mrs. Harbord were purely friends in a 
‘community of interests’. Anyway, Rolls 
frequented Eustace Miles’s fmuiterier 
and vegetarian restaurant so was far 
too ascetic for the quirky Mrs Harbord. 
When she held one of her special din- 
ners the name cards for the table were 
suspended from miniature gas bal- 
loons. Mr Harbord, more of man’s man, 
would summon Fleck and flee what he 
saw as an effete entertainment. 
“They've got the balloons out Fleck. 
Drive me to the club!”. Unfortunately 
Mrs Harbord had little time for her 
in-laws, particularly Lady Musgrave 
her sister-in-law who was considered a 
battle-axe. Fleck drove her 30 h.p. as 
well on occasion as chauffeurs were 
always leaving their preemptory 
mistress, one driver abandoning her in 
the middle of Bond Street! 

It’s nice to think an honorary 
Australian played a part at the heart of 
those early Rolls-Royce days. i 


(My thanks to the National Motor 
Museum Library, Beaulieu, for the 
source material used in this article). 


with Harry Fleck a 
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ANNUAL REPORTS of the BRANCHES 


Due to circumstances outside the control of the Editor this report failed fo appear in P.3-99 with the other Branch Reports. 


New South Wales 


The period under review has seen the 
New South Wales Branch, in common with 
many organisations, operating in a 
climate of change and challenge. The 
Branch had endeavoured to respond 
appropriately to these conditions, while 
continuing to recognise the established 
customs and traditions of the Club, with 
the overall objective of ensuring that the 
wishes and expectations of the members 
will continue to be met. 

in the twelve months covered by this 
report 37 new members have been wel- 
comed into the Branch. This increase in 
membership has been to some extent off- 
set by some resignations and failures to 
renew subscriptions. In March 1999 Branch 
membership stood at 447. In compiling its 
Events Programme, the Branch has recog- 
nised that an increasing proportion of its 
active members own newer cars. The aim 
has accordingly been to offer a range of 
events of different types, in order to cater 
for varying interests and tastes. The Branch 
has continued to operate without a for- 
malised Events Committee, and has in- 
stead encouraged individual members 
(or small groups) to organise events, with 
John Matheson as Events Co-ordinator. 
This approach has proved to be a suc- 
cess, with suggestions for events coming 
from a broader spectrum of members’ 
experience and interests and with more 
members becoming actively involved in 
the running of this segment of Branch act- 
ivities. 

An important feature of the N.S.W. 
Branch Events Calendar is the Commem- 
oration Run, which commemorates the 
first recorded run of the first Royce car on 
April 1st, 1904. In 1998 this event was held 
on April 5th, and the run to Panorama 
House at the head of Bulli Pass formed the 
first segment of the ‘Southern Aurora 
Overlander’, which finished at Phillip Is- 
land on April 9th in time for the Federal 
Rally. A number of members returning 
from Phillip Iskand enjoyed an informal co- 
ordinated run — the ‘Bottom to Top Tour’, 

The Bruce Ross Memorial Run (a 
weekend event in the Hunter Valley) was 
held in May, while the programme for 
June comprised a mid-week luncheon to 


Mamre House at St Marys and a joint run 
with the Daimler-Lanchaster Club to 
Terrigal on the Central Coast. The Branch 
participated in the C.V.V. &T.M.C. Display 
Day (involving approximately 100 N.S.W. 
car clubs) at Eastern Creek Raceway in 
August, and in September held a mid- 
week run to Mt Wilson in the Blue Moun- 
tains. 

Tne N.S.W. Branch Concours — an im- 
portant annual fixture in the Events Cal- 
endar — was held on October 25th at 
Randwick Racecourse. This was a change 
of venue from Vaucluse House, which had 
been regularly used in the past. Whilst the 
event was generally well supported, 
entries in the competitive Concours 
classes tended to be sparse, and disturb- 
ingly, No pre-war cars were entered. 

A weekend trip to Berrima was held at 
the beginning of November, and on- 
November 15th the ‘Grape Escape’ saw 
a convoy of cars touring the vineyards of 
the Hunter Valley. On January 26th 1999, 
a group of N.S.W. Branch cars took part in 
the NRMA Motorfest display. A Technical 
Day for Silver Shadow owners was held at 
Paradise Garage on February 14th. 

The ‘Hop, Step and Jump Overlander’ 
to the 1999 Federal Rally was planned to 
reach Canberra on March 25th. Other 
Branch events included a visit to a 
museum of ‘mechanical music’ devices 
on July 26th and a historical tour on 
December 5th to sites of the early history 
of Rolls-Royce in Sydney. 

For some years, the Branch events 
programme appeared to enjoy an extra- 
ordinary immunity from bad weather. 
However the heavy rainfalls of 1998 
ended this run of good fortune and some 
events — in particular the Bruce Ross 
Memorial Run, a proposed picnic on July 
26th, and the C.V.V. & T.M.C. Display Day 
— were affected by rain. 

The Branch’s Social Programme has 
been directed by Social Secretary 
Jeanne Eve. The social highlight of the 
year was undoubtedly the function held 
by the Branch on May 3 ist 1998 to honour 
Foundation Member and Honorary Life 
Member, George Sevenoaks on the oc- 
casion of his ninetieth birthday. Some 140 
Club members and friends gathered at 
the Anzac Memorial Club to celebrate 


the occasion, many travelling long dist- 
ances from country and interstate. For 
many people who had been Club mem- 
bers in the early days but who had lost 
contact as a result of isolation or other 
constraints, the function proved an 
opportunity to renew contacts with 
George and with the Club. At this func- 
tion, the Branch presented commem- 
orative badges to members who had 
completed forty, thirty or twenty years of 
continuous membership. 

In past years, the Branch Concours 
Trophies and other awards have been 
presented at a formal dinner-dance held 
on a Saturday evening in December. In 
response to a decline in recent years in 
the number of members attending this 
function, it was replaced in 1998 by an 
informal dinner and presentation night 
held on the usual meeting night in 
December, atthe regular meeting venue. 
An increase of some 40 percent in the 
number of members attending (com- 
pared with the 1997 function) resulted, 
conscious nevertheless of the pleasure 
many members derive from the unique 
atmosphere of a formal function, the 
Branch proposes to hold at least one 
‘plack-tie’ dinner during 1999, 

Other social events organised by the 
Branch during the period under review 
have included a Theatre Party to The Boy 
from Oz on August 26th, and a children’s 
Christmas Party on December 13th. 

The Branch resolved to continue its 
support of the National Epilepsy Associ- 
ation of Australia. 

The Branch Newsletter London & Derby 
had continued its role as an effective 
means of communication for the en- 
lightenment and entertainment of its 
members. Continued support from the 
advertisers had made it possible to main- 
tain a high standard of presentation. All 
Branch members were dismayed and 
saddened when a sudden illness in June 
1998 forced Melva Tompkins to relinquish 
the position of Editor, a post which she had 
held for some twelve years. At the Sept- 
ember meeting of ihe Branch, Melva was 
presented with a token of appreciation 
for her work over the years. The post of 
Editor has been taken over by Guy Cox, 
and London & Derby continues to main- 
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tain its high standard. 

The N.S.W. Branch has continued to 
use the Anzac Memorial Club at 
Cammeray as the venue for its monthly 
meetings. The meetings are held on the 
third Wednesday of every month, typical 
attendance being about forty-five. 
Members are able to take advantage of 
the bar and bistro facilities of the Club for 
pre-meeting dining and socialising. The 
Branch aims to supplement the formal 
business of each meeting with some other 
activity for the information and entertain- 
ment of the members, and throughout 
the past twelve months a series of 
videotapes has been presented — cover- 
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ing such topics as events in the early days 
of the Club, overseas and interstate rallies 
and semi-technical subjects. 

The financial position of the Branch is 
considered to be sound. Events and func- 
tions are generally designed to be 
revenue-neutral. The majority expendi- 
tures are associated with the newsletter 
London & Derby and the Federal journal 
PRAECLARUM. These and the other 
regular expenses are covered by income 
from subscriptions, advertising, the Branch 
Shop and other sources. The Branch’'s 
financial reserves are considered ade- 
quate. 

The Branch has continued its involve- 


ment with the Club Internet site, and 
further developments of this facility are 
under consideration. The N.S.W, Branch is 
aware that in the near future the Club will 
probably be confronted by some difficult 
and important decisions. The Branch is 
however confident that it will be able to 
meet the challenges of the future and 
that it will be able to continue to achieve 
its aim of supporting tts members in the 
enjoyment of fine motor cars and fine 
motoring. 
Tony Ward 
Branch President 


A Guild of Rolls-Royce Authors 
R.R.E.C. Annual Rally, Cottesbrooke, 1999. 


The above picture, taken at the R.R.E.C. Annual Rally, shows 
(from left to right): 1. Malcolm Bobbitt (U.K.), author of many 
road transport books including Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, 
The Best of British in Old Photographs and 60 Years at Crewe; 
2. Steve Stuckey (Australia), interested in Riley RM series and 
a leading expert on the Phantom III, currently working on the 
PIII portion of ‘Complete Classics’ No 5; 3. Steve Hubbard 
(U.K.), currently working on The Vintage Silver Ghost (1919- 
25); 4. Tom Clarke (U.K.), author of The Rolls-Royce Wraith, 
The Rolls-Royce 20/25 h.p., The Edwardian Rolls-Royce (with 
Bryan Goodman and John Fasal), Rolls-Royce and Bentley in 
the Sunburnt Country (with David Neely), a biography of 
Ernest Claremont and countless authoritative articles; 5. 
John Fasal (U.K.), The Rolls-Royce 20 h.p., The Edwardian 
Rolls-Royce (with Bryan Goodman and Tom Clarke), current- 
ly working on Rolls-Royce and Bentley in Princely India; 6. 


Richard Mann (U.K.), former Senior Quality Engineer, 
Mulliner Park Ward, author of a series of articles in 
PRAECLARUM on the London coachbuilder and an expert on 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners’ handbooks; 7. André Blaize 
(France), creator of a database of all Rolls-Royce cars and a 
source of information and inspiration to all; 8. Bernard King 
(U.K.), author, publisher of the ‘Complete Classics’ series of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley books, and an expert on Earls Court 
Motor Show cars; 9. Klaus-Josef RoSfeldt (Germany), author 
of a number of lavish books on the marques and well known 
as a Rolls-Royce and Bentley photographer par excellence; 
10. Nick Whitaker (U.K.), currently working on the Phantom 
II portion of ‘Complete Classics’ No 5. Regrettably, Ben Grew 
(20 h.p. expert, U.K.) was at the Rally but unable to attend 
for the photograph. Jack Triplett (Gumey Nutting and James 
Young historian, U.S.A.) was also at the Rally. 


The former Rolls-Royce of America Inc. factory in Springfield, Massachusetts, with appropriate signage in place for the occasion of the Club visit. 
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R.R.O.C. Inc. Eastern Inter-Regional Meet 


Springfield, Massachusetts, July 28th-31st 


By David Davis (N.S.W.) 


Clare and I had planned a trip to the 
United States to see other than Boston, 
New York and Washington, all of which 
we know quite well from business trips. 
Looking through the R.R.O.C. Inc. 
schedule of events, the Inter-Regional 
seemed a must. It was daunting to face 
the welcoming cocktail party of over 
200 people, not knowing one person in 
the room. We were quickly among 
friends, relating where we had been 
and what we had seen on the earlier 
part of our holiday. 

The Meet Chairman, Bob Jefferson 
Jnr, gave an excellent address and con- 
stantly stressed that everyone was io 
have fun, especially as there was to be 
no judging. Thursday morning started 
with a visit to the former Springfield 
factory of Rolls-Royce of America, 
which had been suitably labelled for 
the occasion. Cars parked in front lent 
a period atmosphere which was much 


photographed. The remainder of the 
day included a visit to the Indian Motor 
Cycle Museum, the Smith & Wesson 
factory including a test shoot of guns 
of your choice, visits to city museums, 
and concluding with a barbecue. No- 
body could fit in all of these activities, 
so selective neglect had to be exercised. 
We avoided the guns and got stuck in 
the Art Museum which had an excel- 
lent selection of American and Euro- 
pean art as well as a presentation on 
authenticity and restoration. 

Two options were provided for 
Friday, involving about 120 miles of 
touring through the Berkshire Moun- 
tains. The Stockbridge Tour, for which 
we opted, included the Norman Rock- 
well Museum — Rockwell painted the 
covers of the Saturday Evening Post — 
lunch at Stockbridge which is a more 
elegant version of Berrima in New 
South Wales, followed by a visit to the 
Chester French property Chesterwood. 
French was the sculptor of the famous 
statue of Abraham Lincoln in 


Washington. The studio included a 
railway which enabled statues to be 
wheeled out into the park-like gardens 
to see how they looked. We noted that 
we passed Tanglewood, the summer 
home of the Boston Symphony Orch- 
estra and much frequented by Leonard 
Bemstein in his younger days. 

The alternative was a tour to Deer- 
field and its museums, which we were 
told were equally interesting. 

Thursday evening was a free night 
for dinner and we joined Brian & Cindy 
Jones to make up a large table at a 
pleasant German/American restaur- 
ant, where we had lots of fun. Brian is 
Victoria Branch member David Jones's 
brother. 

Saturday was largely taken up with 
a lawn party at Pres & Helen Blake's 
home Sumers. The house is set in acres 
including a lake, follies and pavilions. 
Alarge Motor Barn contains the Blakes’ 
collection of Springfield cars with all 
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1933 Experimental Phantom il Whittingham & Mitchel tourer (25EX) owned by Billings Cooke and (right) 1929 Phantom 
i! Thrupp & Maberly allweather (3X/) owned by David Brooke. 


ess sraiity & Allen Swift still drives Springfield Phantom |! Brewster ‘Piccadilly’ 
ica 1925 Springfield Siver Ghost Pickwick! chassis number un- roadster (S273FP) which he acquired new in 1928. 

known. The original owning family brought the car out of its garage 

where it had lain since 1931, causing a sensation! 


1930 Springfield Phantom | Brewster ‘Trouville’ town car (S154PR). Owner: Edward Lake. 
ct 


oe 
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types of coachwork. The Melbourne 
Ghost, chassis 1606, being somewhat 
older than the Springfield cars, is 
prominent in the collection. The Motor 
Barn also contains the original paint- 
ings by Melbourne Brindle that were 
reproduced in the quality publication 
20 Silver Ghosts in 1971. 

The Meet cars looked magnificent in 
the park-like garden setting, and a hot 
air balloon provided added interest. 
Boxed lunches were distributed and we 
lunched while taking in all the visual 
delights. During the day voting cards 
were distributed for the people's choice 
in several categories, the results being 
a announced at the final dinner that 
: Sm, ae evening. I must say that the results 
1927 Springfield Phantom | Brewster ‘Piccadilly roadster (S140RP). Owner: Prescott Ammerell. were almost identical to those that 
| would have resulted from the usual, 
S140RP: controls and instruments. Note the long, central gear-lever of these left-hand drive cars. more laborious, anxious judging 

aS. a ’ ; . power = process. We received a model of a 
Twenty for being Australian. 

The event was fun, as Bob Jefferson 
had predicted; indeed Clare and | felt 
She a , : that it was one of the most friendly and 
=—= > Le f interesting rallies that we had attend- 

—= ei Ewe : ed. As a bonus, July 31st was the 40th 
= ‘ p; anniversary of my ownership of the 
Twenty (42G1). That hardly rates a 
mention alongside Allen Swift, who 
drove his Springfield Phantom I Picca- 
dilly roadster (S273FP) which he ac- 
quired new in 1928. He commented 
that at 92 he found it difficult to park 
the car in Boston. (See also P.5-93 
p.2269 and P.5-94 p.2425.— Ed.) “¥ 
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Photographs by the Author 


1925 Springfield Silver Ghost RRCCW ‘Mayfair’ town car (S110MK). 1927 Springfield Phantom | Murphy allweather (S276RM). Owner: 
Owner: Edward Meyers. Douglas Bisbee. 
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1936 Bentley 4V litre (BI 66HK) at the 1997 A. R. oO. C Inc. Annual Meet in Hot Gare Virginia. Photo by owner Rod Quill (U. K. WE 


Gurney Nutting sweep-panel coupés 


By Jack Triplett (U. S.A) 


Jack Triplett is a member of our North 
American sister Club and Is an experton 
the products of the Gurney Nutting and 
James Young coachbuilding opera- 
tions. He is a frequent visitor to Australia. 
Here he examines the elegant and un- 
usual sweep-panel coupés built by 
Gurney Nutting in the 1930s. 


The Bentley 34 Litre was intro- 
duced at the October, 1933 London 
Motor Show, held that year at the 
Olympia exhibition hall. In its article on 
the new car, The Motor (October 3, 
1933) remarked: “Leading coach- 
builders have designed bodies specially 
for this new chassis and will be exhibit- 
ing their productions at Olympia, 


amongst which may be mentioned ... 
Gurney Nutting”. 

The Motor described two Gurney 
Nutting bodies for the new Bentley: A 
Bentley version of the Rolls-Royce 
‘Owen’ sedanca coupé, and a two-door 
coupé that had no pillar above the 
waist moulding. Drawings for both 
illustrated the article. The pillarless 
coupé drawing also appeared in a 
J. Gurney Nutting & Co., Ltd advert- 
isement for the 1933 Motor Show. Their 
ad. claimed that Nutting & Co. had 
“produced more special bodies on 
Bentley chassis than any other coach- 
builder”. The Autocar (October 6, 
1933) also published the pillarless 
coupé drawing, and described it as fol- 
lows: “A two-door close-coupled fixed- 
head coupé ... a four-light body ... fitted 
with a sliding sunshine roof. A large 


luggage container at the rear has the 
rear wings panelled integrally with it, 
and in the lid of the trunk the tools are 
accommodated. The swept wings and 
running boards and the slight fall given 
to the waistline combine with the good 
proportions to make an attractive 
vehicle which will appeal to many”. 
Gurney Nutting’s new coupé might 
well have “appealed to many” — if many 
saw it. Despite what was written in The 
Motor and The Autocar, neither the 
Bentley Owen sedanca coupé nor the 
Bentley pillarless coupe — and indeed 
no Bentleys at all — appeared on 
Nutting’s stand at the 1933 Olympia 
Show. That is a bit odd, in view of the 
prominence of Gurney Nutting as a 
coachwork supplier for the old Bentley 
company, and especially so consider- 
ing the company’s advertisement. 
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GURNEY NUTTING ......... 
Coachwork Rea RR 
on the New 


bodies on Bentley 
chassis than any other 
coachbuilder 


BENTLEY ae 


A Combination unequalled 


J. GURNEY NUTTING & C? I 


LACLAND PLACE, KING’S ROAD, CHELSEA 
Flaxman 9601-2 


"Grams: Gurnutlim, Fulroad, London.” 


1933 Gurney Nutting & Co. Motor Show advertisement as it appeared in the British motoring press. 


What happened? Simply, the company 
didn’t get a Bentley chassis. Gurney 
Nutting’s first Bentley, B91AE, went off 
test on December 28, 1933 — far too 
late for the mid-October Motor Show. 
Speaking of a later period in the 
1930s, John Blatchley (Gurney Nut- 
ting’s chief designer from 1937) told me 
that coachbuilders sometimes had to 
“fight for their share” of Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley Show chassis. Apparently 


B9I1AE, the first Gurney Nutting Bentley 32 Litre, just after its 1993 restoration. 


Nutting lost out to other coachbuilders 
in 1933. Is there more to the story? We 
may never know. 

Having missed the 1933 Motor 
Show, Gurney Nutting & Co. lost no 
time in catching up. Though B91AE 
was the 46th Derby Bentley by produc- 
tion number, it was the tenth car 
delivered — February 20, 1934, only 
four days after the first 314 Litre was 
delivered, and only five weeks after 


Nutting received the chassis (it went to 
Lillie Hall, the Rolls-Royce London 
depot on January 16, 1934, and 
presumably to Nutting within a day or 
two). John Blatchley told me that 
Nutting normally took twelve weeks to 
build a body, but in exceptional cir- 
cumstances it could sometimes be 
done in six weeks. B91AE was rushed 
to completion in minimum time. 

Nutting mounted a two-door pillar- 
less coupé body on B91AE. As the 
illustrations for this article show, this 
body is substantially different from the 
pillarless coupé drawing published in 
the October, 1933 motoring journals. 
In the most immediately apparent dif- 
ference, B91AE incorporated a ‘sweep 
panel’ that extends from the the car's 
bonnet moulding back across the 
doors, before it curves forward again 
just before the rear wings. The pillar- 
less coupé in the drawing had conven- 
tional waist mouldings. 

Other differences are evident. The 
drawing has a beautifully contoured 
rear top and boot line, and a graceful 
and elegant side window line. Note par- 
ticularly how the increased curve of the 
window line creates a gradual thicken- 
ing of the top panel, so the top propor- 
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The 1934 Gurney Nutting Show Ca 


tions blend smoothly into the width of 
the rear quarter, yielding a pleasing 
harmony among the lines of the draw- 
ing’s top, rear quarter, and quarter 
window. B91AE is a bit squarer, and 
less ‘curvilinear,’ in its lines at the rear 
of the top and boot, and particularly in 
its rear quarter window. 

B9I1AE and the 1933 Motor Show 
drawing were similar designs, in that 
they were both pillarless coupés, but 
their styling ‘feel’ was quite different, 
suggesting the work of different design- 
ers. 

So far as I have been able to deter- 
mine, no Bentley corresponding to 
Nuttings’s 1933 Motor Show drawing 
was built. For the first year of the 314 
Litre’s production, Nutting sold only 
one pillarless Bentley — just B91AE. 
(Another “coupé” listed in the chassis 
cards appears instead to be the first 
Bentley Owen sedanca coupé.) Un- 
doubtedly, the absence of a Bentley 
exhibit at the 1933 Motor Show hurt 
the fortunes of the firm. 

Time moved on. For the 1934 Lon- 
don Show, Nutting finally did display a 
314 Litre Bentley. This car, B4BN, car- 
ried another pillarless coupé body, one 
whose lines followed closely the 1933 
Motor Show drawing — but with the 
addition of a sweep panel. On B4BN, 
the upper edge of the sweep panel im- 
itated the upper line of the car’s rear 
quarter window, which created an un- 
usually elegant integration of line. 

Automobile Engineer, in its account 
of the 1934 Show, called attention to 
the way B4BN’s sweep panel “follows 


sage og 


1, B4BN, at 34,200 miles, in Jack Barclay’s used car stock in 


the window line,” so it was notable at 
the time. This elliptical shape for a 
sweep panel was not itself new — a 
similar panel on a Bugatti T49 or T50 
at the 1933 London Show had attracted 
a great deal of interest (John Blatchley 
remarked to me that Nutting “pinched” 
the sweep panel line from the French). 
But its integration into the rest of the 
design on the 1934 Gumey Nutting 
Show Bentley was unusually effective. 
Bonnet louvres on the 1934 show car 
are carried back into the scuttle with- 
out a break at the rear edge of the 
bonnet, a styling innovation intro- 
duced at Nutting about this time 
(though also used by other coach- 
builders). As exhibited at the Show, 
B4BN had fitted luggage in its curved 
boot, and although the only photo I 
have seen of it is in black and white, 
the luggage looks as if it was the same 
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1938. Photo courtesy of the Bentley Drivers’ Club. 


colour as the car. Automobile Engineer 
reported that “the two door saloon 
shown by Gurney Nutting [was] 
generally considered to be one of the 
finest motor cars in the Show”. 

When I showed John Blatchley an 
original photo of Nutting’s 1934 Show 
car, he remarked: “Cherry red all over”, 
then he added: “It’s not often that I can 
remember {details like the colour] but I 
can just see that”. Automobile Engineer 
called it a “particularly pleasing” dark 
red. Some other press accounts of the 
1934 show (and Ellman-Brown’s book 
on Derby Bentleys) described the 1934 
Bentley Show car as finished in maroon 
with red leather. Close. 

Blatchley arrived at Gurney Nutting 
in late 1934, about the time of the 
Motor Show (October), or a little later. 
The 1933 Nutting ad. design as well as 
the company’s 1934 Show car must 


B4BN in Dale Powers’ stock in 1991, many thousands of miles later. 
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Another view of our front cover car, B21CW, owned by David Ekberg (Vic. i): ‘The elegant and 


graceful lines achieved by Gurney Nutting are particularly evident in this three-quarter rear view. 


Photo by David Ekberg. 


have been created well before John 
arrived at Gurney Nutting. But he firm- 
ly stated: “That was definitely Richard 
Blacker-Douglas. I’m quite sure that 
this was his design”. 

Richard Blacker-Douglas was a 
schoolmate of John Blatchley’s who 
came to Nutting in, probably, 1932 or 
early 1933. Blatchley told me that 
Blacker-Douglas was a very original 
designer, and it is certainly the case 
that the 1933 Motor Show drawing and 
the 1934 Motor Show car were excep- 
tional designs, quite advanced for 
1933-34, compared to what most other 
British coachbuilders were offering at 
the time. 


On studying the 1933 Show draw- 
ing, however, he noticed some charac- 
teristic A.F. McNeil touches — the use 
of shading to indicate window glass, for 
example. Also, McNeil always made the 
wheels too big and this, too, is true of 
the 1933 drawing. Whoever did this 
drawing, it probably reflects design in- 
fluences of both McNeil and Blacker- 
Douglas. In any case, design at Gurney 
Nutting was evolving rapidly in 1933 
and 1934, which can be seen from 
examining the company’s 1932 
through 1934 Show cars, and which is 
also ilhistrated by another aspect of my 
conversation with John Blatchley. 

When I showed John a photo of 


B186EF at the 1993 Derby Bentley Diamond Jubilee Tour in the U.K. Now owned by Bob 


Stanadbridge, U.K. 
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BOI1AE, as restored, he insisted that its 
top and window shapes were quite 
atypical of the Gurney Nutting line. The 
following is an edited version of my 
conversation with John concerning a 
photo of B91AE, and a photo of asweep 
panel coupé (B186EF) that is a dupli- 
cate of the 1934 Show car. 

Triplett: 

This photo of B91AE is a very early 
Nutting 314 Litre. 

Blatchley: 

I can’t believe this is a Gurney Nut- 
ting. I don’t believe that’s original 
[pointing to the line at the rear edge of 
the top of B91AE]. 

Triplett: 

Well, that’s very interesting that you 
make that observation, because to me 
this second Gurney Nutting sweep 
panel coupé [producing a photo 
of BI86EF], though it’s similar to 
B9I1AE, has a much smoother, integ- 
rated line. 

Blatchley: 

Absolutely. Like this, like this you 
see [pointing to the line at the rear of 
B186EF], that’s probably an original 
but that [B91AE], that is not. We'd 
never have built that at Gurney Nutting 
[laugh]. You see the shape of the back 
window’s wrong on that one [pointing 
to the photo of B91AE, and referring to 
the shape of its rear quarter window] 
... | would suspect that it was smashed 
and it was rebuilt. 

I interpret this conversation to say: 
B91iAE did not represent the Gurney 
Nutting line as John Blatchley knew it 
when he was a junior designer there. 
But B91AE was built well before 
Blatchley came to Nutting in late 1934, 
and he had never seen B91AE before I 
showed him its photo. Blatchley was 
right in speculating that B91AE had 
been rebuilt. The car received a full 
restoration in the early 1990s, when 
owned by Richard Hipkiss, during 
which the body was almost entirely 
reconstructed. Steve Penny, who is one 
of the foremost body restorers now 
working in the U.K. (he operates under 
the name S. Penny, Vintage Carriage 
Bodies, in Little Clanfield, which is at 
the south eastern edge of the 
Cotswolds), put his account of the res- 
toration of B91AE into a brochure, real- 
ly a set of sheets clamped into a blue 
folder, that he distributed several years 
ago: “This car ... had the very first body 
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by Gurney Nutting fitted onto a Derby 
Bentley chassis. The present owner ac- 
quired the car in a state of dismantle 
.... Our task was to solve the body side 
of things. What made it more difficult 
was that the body that was with the car 
was not the original Gurney Nutting, 
but a four door saloon. With much 
research and hunting the owner found 
part of the original body, the body skin 
panel, some woodwork from the roof, 
trunk lid, the lower screen cross mem- 
ber and front wings. Hardly a complete 
body. Fortunately ... we had done two 
other cars of very similar design by 
Gurney Nutting in the past so our ex- 
perience with those stood us in good 
stead to solve the problem. That 
coupled with the original witness that 
we now had we were able to produce a 
body as should be .... The front wings 
were redeemable once all corroded 
parts had been removed”. 

I interviewed Penny in mid-1998, 
and asked him which portions of the 
original body for B91AE had survived. 
He told me that he had the rear top 
quarters, the rear quarter window, and 
sections of the original sheet metal con- 
taining the swaging for B91AE’s sweep 
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B186EF on tour with the R.R.E.C. at Simpion Pass, Switzerland. Photo by R.P. Standbridge (U.K.). 


panel. These are major parts where 
B91AE differs from the 1933 Nutting 
ad. drawing (and from the 1934 Show 
car). This evidence suggests that 
B91AE was originally different from the 
1933 drawing. For a number of reas- 
ons, I believe that B91AE, is an A.F. 
McNeil design. The general ‘feel’ of 
B91AE is similar to Nutting’s 1932 
Show exhibits and to the bodies on 
Delage and Siddeley Special chassis 
exhibited on their stand at the 1933 
Show. All these designs appear the 
products of the same hand. The tran- 
sition from McNeil’s B91AE pillarless 
coupé to Blacker-Douglas’ 1934 pillar- 
less coupé marks a significant evolu- 
tion in Gurney Nutting design that 
occurred in roughly mid to late 1933, 
and it so transformed the products of 
the company that the new line soon 
became identified as Gurney Nutting 
line. 

If the 1933 Motor Show brought 
little Bentley business to Gurney Nut- 
ting, its 1934 exhibit of a Bentley coupé 
was a different experience entirely. Two 
major London Bentley dealers featured 
Nutting’s sweep panel coupé. Car Mart, 
who delivered the Show car, B4BN, 


soon after the Show, also advertised 
the sweep panel coupé: A drawing was 
published in March, 1936 with the cap- 
tion, “This special fixed head foursome 
Coupé by Car Mart on the outstanding 
Bentley chassis” (reprinted in Brook- 
lands Books, Bentley Cars, 1934-1939, 
page 40). Car Mart sold four or five of 
the coupés, the last one in 1936 (see 
the table at the end of this article). 

The 1934 Show design was also dis- 
tributed through H.R. Owen, another 
prominent London dealer. Owen’s 
1935 catalogue contains a drawing for 
a Bentley sweep panel “pillarless 
saloon coupé” (perhaps a represent- 
ation of the 1934 show car, B4BN). In 
Vogue, March 20, 1935 there is an art 
deco style (that is, somewhat distorted) 
drawing of a sweep panel, pillarless 
Bentley coupé, with the caption: “At 
Owen's, there is this very graceful, 
elegant body built by Gurney Nutting 
on a Bentley Rolls chassis. Its special 
feature is a window in one undivided 
panel of glass, a design which gives a 
splendid visibility for touring and helps 
the impression of longness and low- 
ness so important in giving a car the 
contempory look.” 


Detail of spare wheel mounting on 1934 Show 
Car and its duplicates. This is B186EF. Photo 
by Rod Quill (U.K.). 


So far as I can determine, Owen sold 
two sweep panel coupés. Possibly there 
were others. Photos of surviving cars 
hint of subtle differences between the 
Owen-delivered versions and the Car 
Mart replicas of the 1934 Show car, but 
because of differences in camera angles 
and lenses, photos sometimes are 
deceptive. 

A pair of “close coupled saloons” 
delivered through Kevil, Davies and 
March, yet another London Bentley 
dealer, may have been of the same 
design, but since neither body is known 
to have survived this cannot be con- 
firmed. And although it was unusual 
for Nutting themselves to take an order 
for a complete car, sometimes it did 
happen: B137CW, a Nutting sale toa 
Sussex company {Ashe Garage) was 
also, I speculate, a replica of the 1934 
Motor show car (this is again a body 
that has been scrapped). Show ex- 
posure, and advertising by major 
London dealers, brought in sales for 
the Nutting pillarless coupé design. Be- 
cause other Gurney Nutting coupé 
designs were created (for example, 
there was at least one fixed-head ver- 
sion of the Owen sedanca coupe), the 
list at the end of this article might be 
too many. On the other hand, the 
sweep panel coupé was also sometimes 
referred to as a saloon on the Bentley 
chassis cards, so there might be one or 
two more pillarless coupés in the 
records for Nutting Bentley saloons. No 
Nutting records survive, so a definitive 
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Dealer: Del. 
Cate: 


Chassis 
number: 


1933 style. Designer: McNeil 


B9I1AE Owen 2/34 


GRF18 CarMart 3/35? 


B166HK Inskip 2/37? 


Notes: 


unconfirmed. 


‘remarks’ column. 


listing of bodies the company built will 
never be possible. Combing through 
surviving photos is the only way to 
determine Gurney Nutting’s output. 

A high proportion of the 1934 Show 
car replicas have survived. The Show 
car itself, B4BN, was sold by Car Mart 
to its first owner, C.H. Keen, in Nov- 
ember, 1934, just after the Show. It 
next appeared in May, 1938, when it 
was sold out of Jack Barclay’s used car 


Listing of Gurney Nutting ‘Sweep Panel’ Pillarless Coupés 


Original 
owner: 


J. Cowley 


1934 Show Car and its duplicates. Designer: Blacker-Douglas 


B4BN CarMart 11/34 C.H. Keen B. Stason Under restoration 
B21iCW CarMart? 3/35 D.J. Hamilton D. Ekberg Good, unrestored 
BI37CW* — Nutting 2/35 Ashe Garage S. Bulling “Close-coupled 
saloon”; body 
scrapped 
BI75CW* CarMart 2/35 J.F. Withy Unknown *2-door coupé with 
sunshine roof” 
BI189CW* KD&M Capt. O. Frost Unknown “Close-coupled 
saloon” 
B34DG KD&M H. Onslow S. Bulling “Close-coupled 
saloon”; body 
scrapped 
B109DK* Owen (s) 6/35 Ronald Tree Unknown Unconfirmed 
BIOEF* Car Mart (s) 10/35 B. Hare R. Jenkins 
B186EF Owen (t) 10/35 Chas. A.Lundy R.Standbridge “Saloon”; restored 
BI5EJ Car Mart (s) 5/36 Miss Pauly R. Karalis Car Mart demo: 


R-R 20/25 version (design no. 37). Designer: Blatchley 


A.E, Berry 


Revised 1934 Show Car. Designer: Blatchley? 


S.M. Swenson 


* after a chassis number means that this car is probably a sweep panel coupé, but 


? means either that the information is not recorded or that | have not yet transcribed it. 
Under Dealer name, (s) means ‘stock’, (t) means ‘Trials’ and K D & M means Kevil, Davies, 
and March (delivery dates not recorded). 

Body descriptions on the chassis cards vary. Most sweep panel coupés are listed simply 
as “coupé” on the chassis card (for example, B91AE and B4BN). When “coupé” is given 
on the card, no body designation appears in the ‘remarks’ column, When some other 
term appears on the chassis card (for example, “saloon” for B186EF), It is noted in the 
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Latest Remarks: 


recorded owner: 


R. Hipkiss Recently for sale 


restored 


Unknown In Germany 


Rod Quill 


stock for £580. Whether Barclay pur- 
chased it from Keen, we do not know, 
but when Barclay got it, it had covered 
34,200 miles. As was his custom at the 
time, Barclay had it photographed, and 
prints were made for distribution to 
potential buyers. A copy of this 1938 
Barclay photo of B4BN illustrates this 
article (if you look closely, one wing on 
this used car appears to have a small 
scrape). Its history after that is obscure 
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until Dale Powers acquired it in the 
early 1990s, badly in need of a restor- 
ation. It is now being restored by 
R.R.O.C. member Blythe Stason. 
Oddly, its boot lid is now plain, with no 
sign of the mount for the covered rear 
spare that was illustrated in accounts 
of the 1934 Motor Show. 

The second Car Mart coupé 
(B21CW), possibly an order taken at 
the 1934 Show, was delivered to its first 
owner in early 1935. This car is now 
owned by David Ekberg (Vic.). A photo 
appears on the cover of this issue of 
PRAECLARUM, and more information 
on its history has been provided by its 
owner and by Martin Bennett. 

A third survivor is B15EJ, which 
was used by Car Mart as a demon- 
strator in 1936. This car has recently 
been restored by Reid Karalis, in 
California. Owen delivered cars include 
B186EF, formerly owned by Malcolm 
Tucker in the U.K., and now owned by 
R.P. Standbridge in the U.K. This car 
has been re-restored recently and used 
by its owner for some enjoyable touring 
in spectacular locations, such as high 
passes in the French Alps. 

Owen also sold B109DK, to Ronald 
Tree, a Member of Parliament. This car 
is presently unknown. 

A total of five Bentley sweep panel 
coupés have been restored. It is a 
curious fact that every one of them is 
now two-tone green. That colour com- 
bination suits the design, but they were 
not all green originally. B15EJ, for ex- 
ample, was delivered in grey and black, 
with “oxblood” leather. 

Up to this point, the sweep panel 
coupé’s is a Bentley story, and we know 
none of the design numbers. In early 
1935, a Rolls-Royce edition of the 
sweep panel coupé was designed, for 
the 20/25 chassis. In this case we do 
know its design number, for this 20/25 
is Gurney Nutting Design Number 37, 
the earliest example of John Blatchley’s 
work for Gumey Nutting that I have 
been able to discover. As he told me: 
“This having been a success on the 
Bentley, Mr Nutting told me to do a 
version for the Rolls-Royce.” It was 
often the junior designer’s task to re- 
work an existing design, either with 
small changes to suit a particular cus- 
tomer, or to transform it so that it 
suited another chassis. 

At least one copy of Design No. 37 
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was built, on 20/25 GRF18, delivered 
through Car Mart to A.E. Berry. An 
original photo of this car was published 
in Dalton's Coachwork on Rolls-Royce, 
page 83 (top). The car has survived, and 
until recently was in the R.R.O.C. Inc. 
Pacific Northwest Region. Bruce Hill 
tells me that it has now moved to Germ- 
any. Perhaps its new owner has dis- 
covered some additional information. 
There is one final chapter to the 
sweep panel coupé story. S.M. Swen- 
son was an American, I presume a 
stockbroker or attorney because he 
had offices on Wall Street in New York. 
Few Americans bought Bentleys before 
the War. Nevertheless, Swenson 
bought one in late 1936, BI66HK, a 
Gumey Nutting pillarless sweep panel 


B15EJ, recently restored by Reid Karalis in the U.S.A. Photo by Reid Karalis (U.S.A.). 


coupé. He might have seen the com- 
pleted coupé at Car Mart, for the 
chassis records show that it was 
scheduled for Car Mart’s stock. Ultim- 
ately, it was shipped to New York in 
January, 1937, where it was handied 
by J.S. Inskip, Inc., the U.S. Rolls- 
Royce agent. 

Swenson's car was, I believe, the last 
of the sweep panel series, and in my 
view it is also the nicest because it 
differs subtly from the 1934 Show car 
and its replicas. On all the previous 
Nutting pillarless coupés, spare wheels 
were hung on the outside of the rear 
deck, with full metal covers. On 
Swenson’s car, the spare was semi- 
recessed into the boot lid, with a cover 
that projected only slightly beyond the 


Rod & Ruby Quill's B166HK receiving one of its many concours awards, in this instance at an 
Annual Rally of the R.R.E.C. in England. Note spare wheel semi-recessed into boot lid. Photo by 
Rod Quill (U.K.). 
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Gurney Nutting design number 37, a “Two Door Coupe” on the Rolls-Royce 20/25 chassis, designed by John Blatchley. Photo courtesy of the Sir 


Henry Royce Memorial Foundation, U.K. 


surface. I discussed this with John 
Blatchley, who acknowledged that 
semi-recessed spare styling was more 
difficult to build and expensive to do, 
but it enhances the design enormously, 
because it gives the tail a much more 
integrated look. I presume this mod- 
ification to Blacker-Douglas’ original 
was John Blatchley's work (he did not 
remember the car), because of that 
recessed spare, which was a Blatchley 
touch. Again, we do not know the 
design number. 

I am not certain how long Swenson 


kept B166HK. He had at least one other 
Derby Bentley. What is certain is that 
he was still driving a Bentley 41% Litre 
after the war, for he replaced it with one 
of the first Bentley Mk VIs sold in the 
U.S., B38AK, a James Young two-door 
saloon coupé (an A.F. McNeil design, 
incidentally). When he bought his 1947 
Bentley, Swenson wrote to Conduit 
Street, remarking of his new car: “The 
lines and style are very different from 
the old Bentley” (the early post-war 
James Young body had razor-edge sty]1- 


ing). 


1935 20/25 (GRF18) in mid-restoration in the American state of Washington several years ago. 


uw 


B166HK next emerged in an article 
on Derby Bentleys published in Classic 
Car (the magazine of the Classic Car 
Club of America), Summer, 1960. 
There it appears in a high-contrast 
colour scheme, perhaps black and 
cream, without wheel discs — proving 
John Blatchley was right when he told 
me that Gurney Nutting Bentleys look 
better with wheel discs. At that time, 
B1I66HK was owned in California by 
William Wilkerson. He was still listed 
as the owner in several R.R.O.C. Inc. 
Directories from the 1960s. 

Inevitably, BI166HK eventually 
needed a restoration, and after several 
failed attempts by several owners, it got 
a superb one. Rod & Ruby Quill, who 
brought this fine car back to its 1936 
appearance, have won prizes with it at 
major meets in England (R.R.E.C. and 
Bentley Drivers’ Club). In 1997, they 
returned their two-tone green beauty to 
its former home country, and won the 
Rolls-Royce of America Trophy at the 
R.R.O.C. Annual Meet in Hot Springs, 
Virginia (photos Flying Lady, page 
5467). In 1998, it was invited to the 
prestigous Pebble Beach Concours in 
California, and earned a class award. 
Fitting honors for a wonderful car. y 


Photographs by the Author except 
where otherwise acknowledged 
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Cars For Sale 


1934 Bentley 314 Litre (B140AH) Vanden 
Plas continental tourer. Oxford Blue. Original 
body. Total body-off restoration 1987-92, 
body restoration by Roger Fry. Low mileage. 
$145,000. Bas Renolds 08-9450-4016 or FAX 
08-93 13-1637 


Th ae, 


1938 Wraith (WXA68) H.J. Mulliner ‘high 
vision’ saloon with division. Over $100,000 
spent on restoration for a previous Hong 
Kong owner. New tyres, full (N.S.W.) reg., 
history album available. Instant bution start. 
Tools. Nothing to spend. $60,000. Kevin 
Keating 02-6742-4667 or FAX 02-6742-5933 


1939 Wraith (WKC10) Park Ward sports 
saloon. Off white and midnight blue with light 
brown leather interior. Sunroof. Full Qld 
registration to May 2000. $58,000 o.n.o. 
Charles Cole 0412-32-9233 


1948 Bentley Mk VI (B87CD) Tudor Grey 
over Shell Grey. Past multiple winner of 
R.R.O.C. and B.D.C. concours awards. Use- 
ful bits and spares included in price. John 
Vawser maintained. Present owner 22 years. 
$31,500. John Cameron 02-9523-50 


Cars For Sale 


1953 Bentiey R-type (B63SP) H.J. Mulliner 
‘Lightweight’ saloon. Black over Shell Grey, 
magnolia upholstery. Manual gearbox. Sun- 
shine roof, picnic tables, air conditioning and 
special extras. Mechanically sound, new 
radiator and brakes. All original tools includ- 
ing trouble light. Workshop manual. Nothing 
missing. $30,000. Glenn Norris 08-8988-6154 


i SSE ness Ca? Deel She ae eS a a) 
1957 Bentley Continental S1 (BC75BG) HJ. 
Mulliner ‘fastoack’ two-door saloon. Dark 
metallic green with tan interior. New paint and 
trim. Very rare manual gearbox. Mechanically 
very sound, no rust, corrosion or bruises. 
Original handbook, full history, many 
features. A magnificent, rare and beautiful 
car. $220,000 firm. Kerry Ely 03-9720-0320 


eo ee wv 


1973 Corniche Convertible (DRH12233) 
Caribbean Blue over Midnight Blue. Immacu- 
late coachwork, excellent mechanically, 
regularly driven and serviced by specialists 
(Vawser, Sydney and Sparkes, Brisbane). 
Winner of Silver Shadow Trophy at Federal 
Rally Wollongong, Class winner in various 
R.R.O.C. events in S.A. and N.S.W. $90,000 
or offers. Roger Gibson 0414-42-7045 


Sis 


A good, clear photograph will draw 
attention to your ad. and help to sell 


your car. Photographs should show 
the lines of the coachwork and should 
not cut off any part of the car. 


Cars For Auction 


RN OER BE cea coal «Ne Pa 

1928 Phantom | (44WR) coupe (ex-Packard). 
Mellow cream and black. Genuine period 
body in good condition. Performs beautifully 
and has been in frequent use. Original hand- 
book, grease/oil gun with intensifier and other 
tools. Owned by a Club member for 22 years 
and offered for sale due to failing health. Vic. 
reg. RR-273. To be sold at auction at Manor 
House, Lilydale, Vic. Sunday November 
22nd, 1999. Pre-sale estimate $80,000- 
$120,000. Auctioneers E.J. Ainger Pty Ltd. 
03-9428-7735 


Parts For Sale 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley parts: mainly Silver 
Shadow, body and mechanical. Some parts 
for other models also available. See full-page 
advertisement in this edition of 
PRAECLARUM for full listing. J-G. Dare Pty 
Ltd. 03-9589-1516 or FAX 03-9589-5982 


Smiths rim-wind dashboard clock, ¢.1920s; 
Jaeger 85mph speedometer, silver face; 
Veteran enamel-face clock, nickel case, 
angled, suit early Silver Ghost. David Fryer 
07-3366-3344 


2 x Phantom | wire wheels, $250 each. Peter 
Shugg 08-9339-8756 (after 4.00 p.m. W.A. 
time) or FAX 08-9319-2615 


Assorted Phantom | parts, mostly n.o.s., suit 
earlier series. Set of patterns for casting 
various small Phantom | parts. Set of 19" Ace 
discs, 20 h.p. fan and some Phantom II parts 
including n.o.s. valves, etc. Please ‘phone for 
list. Bruce Gardner 03-9580-8180 


Original mudguards including: set semi- 
sports style ex-Barker Silver Ghost, set sport- 
ing helmet type, suit short chassis sports type 
body, pair rears, probably ex-Silver Ghost or 
Phantom. David Fryer 07-3366-3344 


Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted for 1926 20 h.p.: wheel centres, front 
and rear friction shock absorbers, Klaxon 
horn, spare wheel side mount, Spirit of 
Ecstasy mascot. Peter Shugg 08-9339-8756 
(after 4.00 p.m. W.A. time) or FAX 
08-9319-2615 


Wanted: Dunlop jack and handle, part no. 
RF6019, for Bentley Mk VI; also Bentley 
badge for Mk VI rear bumper. Tony Ward 
02-9451-9697 (h) 02-9363-1422 or FAX 
02-9363-1049 
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Parts Wanted 


Wanted for 25/30 h.p.: cylinder head in good 
or easily repairable condition. Rory Poland 
08-8272-5747 (h) 08-827 1-2047 (w) 


Literature For Sale 


Handbook, original, Phantom I! (ex-23GN), 
reasonable condition, sell or swap for PI 
handbook. David Fryer 07-3366-3344 


Handbooks: Bentley Mk Vi 4% Litre, original 
clip-down cover Edition VI! in good condition, 
“Mr Ward or Appleby Rolls-Royce service” 
written inside front cover, $150. handbook 
supplement for Bentley Continental S3, in- 
tended for use in conjunction with Continental 
S2 handbook (no Continental S3 handbook 
was ever issued), $85. Handbooks for 
modern models, all mint or near mint condi- 
tion: Rolls-Royce and Bentley Corniche Con- 
vertible 1981-84; Camargue 50001-series 
1978-80; Bentley Mulsanne Turbo 1982-85; 
Bentley Turbo R Solex carburetter mode! 
1985/86; Bentley Mulsanne S 1989-92; 
Bentley Eight 1989-92; $95 each. Martin Ben- 
nett 02-4829-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Services 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
’*Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Services 


Metal polishing for all models carried out to 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium all catered for in our workshop. 
McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Travel/Accommodation 


Homestay/Bed & Breakfast, Dandenong 
Ranges, Victoria. Enjoy a restful sojourn at our 
quiet, discrete residence on 1% acres at 
picturesque Ferny Creek and yet be less than 
one hour away from Melbourne CBD. Central 
heating and log fire. Lots of attractions and 
restaurants nearby. $45 pp per night B & B. 
Dinner also available by arrangement Satur- 
day & Sunday, $25 p.p. three courses with 
coffee and mints. Club member Les 
Myghalls. For booking or brochure, please 
telephone 03-9755-2197 


PRA‘:CLARVM 
Display Advertising 


If your business is associated with Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley motor cars, or if you are offering that special car for 
sale, you could benefit from the impact of a display advert- 
isement in PRAECLARUM, your Club’s national 
magazine that goes to all members of all Branches of the 
Club Australia-wide, as well as to members and subscribers 
in a number of other countries. 

Your advertisement may be submitted on computer disc 
or in camera-ready form, or it can be typeset and laid out to 
your requirements on the Club’s computer system as a free 
service. Compare these highly competitive and economical 
rates (colour extra): 


Size: Cost per Issue: 
Full Page - $410 
Half Page - $230 
Quarter Page - $130 


To enquire or book space, please contact: 


LMARR has it! 


ASS Inner hub plate 


Outer hub ring Disc 


e. = = Op, 1 
Spanner ——S extension 
fa / Cured 
o\D) $) yp air valve 

(CoN 
Spanner—/ Air lock assembly 
All you need to fit new ¢ Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your ° Bentley 
Pre-WWII Classic. 
Write, phone or fax 
for full infomation. 


LMARR DISK,LTD 


PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tel: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 


e Ja r 

e Hispano-Suiza 
¢ Lagonda 

° Bugatti 

¢ Delage 
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Martin Bennett, 


Complete Interior Woodwork restoration ‘Arcadia’ 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer : 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 177 Old South Road, 
finishes. No over-restoration. Yarra via Goulburn, 


McMillan Prestige Car Repairs 


02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 New South Wales 2580 


’Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
denied further use of this space. Ads for cars 
for sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads are accepted subject to 


availability of soace and may be edited or 
rejected at the discretion of the Editor 
without discussion or explanation. 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good quality colour or 
black & white prints are acceptable. Please 
do not send negatives or photocopies. For 
return of photo, please include s.a.e. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. 
Non-members are charged $15.00 for a 
non-commercial ad of reasonable length. 
Trade ads accepted at commercial rates. 
Photographs included free of charge to 
members, $15.00 for others. Where 
applicable, cheques made payable to 
R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ‘Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 
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J.G. DARE 
PARTS FOR ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY 


The following R-R/Bentley parts are now here in stock. Most parts are 
used, however some are new and genuine R-R supply unless otherwise 
stated. 


Engines together with their original transmissions are available from 
the following cars which have been updated with new contemporary 
drivelines and/or stretched to extra LWB corporate/hire limousines. 
Most engines are complete and can be supplied from fan to flywheel 
including all ancilliaries such as generator/alternator, starter motors, 
carburetters, distributors and air conditioning compressors. Some 
engines ran quiet and with no smoke etc. prior to careful removal. 
Others have suffered internal damage and these may be parted out so 
that serviceable parts will be available individually as support/replace- 
ment spares for your existing engine. 


Currently available ex'54 R-type; ‘59 S1; S2 — several ’60-’6 1; ‘64 SCIII: 
‘66 Bentley T; '69 and '73 SS; '78 and '79 SSII and '82 Spirit (fuel 
injection). Engines can be run on a test stand with formal report and 
video available to purchaser. Power steering pumps are available from 
most of these units as are the fuel pumps which are handy to carry in 
your car as a spare. 


Spare exhaust manifolds and spare set cylinder heads available for SS. 


SS differentials, final drive cross members, pair 4% drive shafts for 
SSpirit. Shock absorber casings front and rear for SS suitable for 
re-insert, rebuilding, etc. Various underbody SS hydraulic control 
valves including accumulators. SS front suspension pins, new 
(genuine) or repro. 


Sets of SS road wheels, powder coated or as is. Vented SS wheel covers 
restored to show quality or as is — with or without trim rings. One 
non-vented SS cover and one vented Bentley T also available. Set 
hub-caps for Bentley Corniche including some (genuine) trim rings. Set 
(new) black plastic R-R centres for Comiche/Wraith II hub-caps. Some 
assorted covers for S Series in fair condition. SS rear wheel hubs, brake 
discs and calipers. 


Heater matrix for S1. Radiator for S1. Some air conditioning parts from 
S Series cars. SS wings/fenders — all corners. 


Attention SC/S Series owners who do not have air conditioning or who 
would like to upgrade to the latest integrated design which provides 
that factory look. Orders received by the end of winter will be discounted 
if sufficient interest is shown. Enquire now in readiness for next 
summer and savel 


Front fenders new or used for SSI. Chrome bumpers (front and rear) 
for SS including the overriders. New badge bar for front. Some bumper 
sections available separately. Corniche II boot badge. Corniche boot 
handle with key. Corniche rear bumper base with R-R badge. 


SS air vents as fitted below headlamps on early SS. SS Headlamp 
surrounds repolished including R-R (or ‘B’) badges to suit. R-R grille 
and boot badges including the base for the latter if required. Small R-R 
badges for rear ¥% panel on LWB SS. New and used original fog/driving 
lamps for SS, bright or black bodies. Spare lenses to suit including the 
black plastic clip over protectors. Front turn signal lamps — new or 
used. New or used parts to suit these. Rear tail lamps for SS (incl. 
Corniche) new or used — 2 or 3 colour versions. Lenses and parts to 
suit. Side marker/running lamps for pre- and post-'72 SS. SS side sill 
mouldings — new or used include to suit LWB cars. SS] grille new. SS1 
grille restored. SS1 grille shell without vanes. SS exterior door handles, 
boot handles, centre bonnet strip, door sill step/threshold plates 
polished or as is including the special chrome screws for these if you 
need any. Door pillar mount switches for interior light activation. New 
springs for these if required. Wiper arms — new or used. SS electrical 
seat motors (include console switches) and electric window motors. 
Sets/pieces of SS side body waistline trim mouldings including those 
for LWB rear doors. SS battery boxes, new or fibreglass repro. ‘Dagenite’ 
transfers to suit the outer covers of these. 


Electric window motors from S Series. SS electric seat mechanisms, SS 
doors including those for LWB. S Series doors also available. Doors are 
complete but ! will strip to shells if required. SS side window glasses 
including rear window. Assorted side glass for SC/S Series cars. 


SS dash instruments e.g. gauges and switches etc. Interior courtesy 
lights for SS. Fan blower motors for SS. Many assorted SS interior door 
fittings e.g. switch surrounds/escutcheons including the ‘blank-off 
plates for door handle and window switches. Radio aerial bezel — wing 
mount. SS radiator header tank. SS water heater tap valves — new or 
used. SS bonnet and boot. Some interior wood pieces for S Series and 
Ss. 


Some N.O.S. relays if you want originality or just a spare. 


SS brake box ‘rat-trap’ assembly and parts thereof. S3 grille with ‘B’ 
badge and winged ‘B’ motif. Some exterior trim for S Series cars. Glass 
brake fluid reservoirs for S Series. S1 and S2 fenders/wings, bonnet 
and boot lid. S Series stop light switch new. Front marker lamps new 
for S1 and S2. Sets engine bearings (main and rod) genuine to suit 
4% and 4% Litre; set genuine bearings for SS. Factory steel sliding 
sunroof clip from S Series. Tool kits for S1, SS, SSII and Spirit. Some 
tools available separately. 


Pair chrome finisher/mould headlamp pieces for Spirit including new 
lenses and reflectors. Rear corner tail lamps for Spirit — new. 


S Series tum signal switch plus one to suit SSII. S3/SCIII and SS 
headlamp housing bezel trim seal. SS steering box with or without its 
attendant damper box. Spirit door hinge. Steering coupling rubber 
‘doughnut’ (new) for SS. Rubber seal for SS which goes across top of 
firewall/bulkhead at trailing edge of bonnet. 


Yellow filament bulbs (genuine) to suit S Series — fog/turn signal 
lamps. Some yellow lenses (plain or diffused) for S Series fog-lamps. 
These are rare. Mk VI/R-type/SD tail-lamp housings, single or dual 
flate). Tail-lamps for these. Pair circular reverse lamps, MPW SS/T 
coachbuilt 2-door. 


Beautiful original Motorola radio from unmolested ’69 SS (still has 
original factory notated chassis number taped upon it) together with 
the wood finisher piece. This would be nice for your early car if it has 
been altered in this area due to installation of aftermarket radio/cas- 
sette etc. Original radio for Silver Cloud/S. 


Early Silver Shadow (‘66 & '67) Handbooks. One is very good, one is 
mint condition. Some Silver Shadow suspension parts (front and rear). 
Pair Silver Shadow footreasts, grey or green. 


Electric actuators for 3- and 4-speed transmission. Steering rack, '82 
Silver Spirit. A.C.U. box (new) for SSII. Steering wheel with horn button 
for SSII. 


Expert restoration service available to make your trim mouldings or 
wheel-covers etc. look like new again. Enquire. 


Some R-R test equipment and tools available soon — enquire. 


Assortment of Rolls-Royce and Bentley sales literature in excellent 
condition. 


The above represents part of my current core stockholding. Please 
enquire for any specific needs at which time I may be able to assist you. 
If I can source at a price acceptable to you any single item which you 
may need, transit and handling costs can be contained by consolidating 
your order with any others to hand provided your need is not urgent. 
Conversely if you have an urgent situation I can arrange importation 
on a singular item/order basis where the parts are dimensionally smali 
and lightweight. In such circumstances air express courier fees would 
be charged to you at cost. I have satisfied several owners via such 
alrangements which are tailored to suit individual requirements. 


J.G. Dare. Tel: (03) 9589 1516 Fax: (03) 9589 5982 


Now, the Yanks’ 
Best Kept Secret 
of 30 Years 
Revealeal! 


“leony Handler 
INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 


Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 


Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 
personal service always. 


¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Beniley cars available. 

¢ UPS, Air and Mall Shipments Dally. 

¢ Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


Victoria (03) 9584 7266 


If you love your classic vehicle 
we've got the insurance. 


Shannons Classic Insurance has been insuring 
vintage & veteran vehicle enthusiasts since 
1970 and has developed a great insurance 
package at a very competitive price. 


Insurer: Royal and Sun Alliance Insurance Australia limited ACN 005 297 807 


New South Wales (02) 9460 6344 Northern Territory (08) 8981 3000 
Queensland (07) 38922776 South Australia (08) 8294 9000 


Tasmania (03) 6223 8333 Country callers Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 


3438 PRAECLARVM 


©TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 


PTY. LIMITED 


Servicing the World’s Finest Motor Cars 
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Southwark 
Rotec yer ay? 


13 STIRLING STREET, THEBARTON, S.A. 5031 
Tel: (08) 8234 5600 
Fax: (08) 8234 5607 


(Formerly Dew St, North. Off West Thebarton Rd and Phillips St.) 
Email: timotors@senet.com.au 


@ Agreed value means agreed value. If 
the car is a total loss you will receive 
the full sum insured. 


@ You have the option to choose your 
own repairer. 


@ Lifetime guarantee on repairs. 

@ Inthe event of total loss of the vehicle 
you have an opportunity to purchase, 
depending on the policy. 

@ No blame excess. 


@ Laid up cover for vehicles being 
restored or repaired. 


@ Free windscreen one per year without 
excess. 


Ring Shannons for a 
free quote today ! 


Western Australia (08) 9479 3555 


SHAN 5A 


5-99 3439 


Australia’s No.1 dismantler of Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars. 


Now dismantling for parts: post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley cars from Mk VI to 
Silver Shadow. Fast Australia-wide despatch of parts. Very reasonable prices. 
Servicing and mechanical repairs. Excellent spare parts service — all models. 

Engine rebuild and cylinder head reconditioning service. 


Wanted: damaged and unwanted Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars for parts. 


Neil McLean Automotives £€ 


Specialising in post-war Rolls-Royce & Bentley motor cars 


14 Beaconsfield Avenue, ‘Phone: (08) 9250 1400 
Midvale, Western Australia 6056 FAX: (08) 9250 1404 


We can protect your investment 
in Rolls-Royce and Bentley 


Sydney’s best known and most 
experienced Rolls-Royce team are 
committed to provide you with 
personal service and_ professional 
care to protect your investment in 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley - from the 
earliest cars through to current models. 


Call Warrick Booth or Paul Lukes to 
discuss routine maintenance, major 
overhaul - or advice on any aspect of 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs APPLEBY AND BOOTH 
AT PARADISE GARAGE 
25 DUNNING AVENUE, ROSEBERY, 
SYDNEY, NSW, 2018 
PH: 02 9313 7866 FAX: 02 9663 2105 


a: ' . 3M fifsged www.paradisegarage.com.au 
L to R: Kerrie Thomson-Booth, Warrick Booth, Robert 


teaes 


Murphy, Paul Lukes, Clare Lukes, Ralph Appleby 


A McMILLAN INVOICE IS AN INVESTMENT 
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